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Abstract

The civil liability of physicians in cosmetic surgeries holds special significance and sensitivity
due to the non-therapeutic nature of such procedures. This study employs a descriptive-
analytical method with a comparative approach to examine the civil liability of physicians in
Iran and the United Kingdom. Unlike therapeutic surgeries, cosmetic procedures are not
medically necessary and primarily aim to enhance physical appearance and improve the
patient’s psychological satisfaction. Therefore, informed consent plays a more prominent role,
and the physician is obligated to provide clear, accurate, and sufficient information regarding
potential risks, outcomes, and available alternatives.In the Iranian legal system, both criminal
and civil laws establish specific frameworks for physician liability, including adherence to
governmental regulations, obtaining informed consent, and avoiding negligence during
surgery. In contrast, in the UK legal system, procedural rules and case law—such as the Bolam
and Montgomery cases—form the basis for assessing physician conduct and liability. The
findings of this study reveal that both legal systems emphasize adherence to professional
standards and the principle of informed consent. However, while Iran places greater weight on
statutory regulations, the development of physician liability in the UK has largely evolved
through judicial precedents.The study concludes by recommending that, in order to reduce
disputes and enhance public trust, legal enforcement mechanisms should be strengthened, and
regular training in medical ethics and patients’rights should be promoted among physicians,
particularly in the field of cosmetic surgery.
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