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An Analysis of the Civil Liability of School Principals and
Teachers Arising from Crimes Committed by Students in the
School Environment

Abstract

The school environment, as one of the primary educational institutions, is responsible for
ensuring the physical and psychological safety of students alongside the educational process.
However, in recent years, the emergence of high-risk and sometimes criminal behaviors by
students has raised serious concerns regarding the legal liability of school principals and
teachers. The occurrence of such incidents prompts the critical question: who is responsible
for compensating the damages resulting from crimes committed within schools, and under
what legal conditions?This article aims to analyze the scope of civil liability of principals
and teachers in response to criminal acts committed by students within the school setting.
Utilizing a descriptive-analytical method, and drawing upon the Civil Code, the Islamic Penal
Code, school administrative regulations, and judicial precedents, the study examines the three
foundational elements of civil liability—damage, fault, and causal relationship—and their
application to incidents occurring in schools.The findings indicate that civil liability in this
context is generally contingent upon proving fault or omission on the part of the teacher or
principal, except in cases where presumption of fault is recognized. Furthermore, the absence
of effective supervision, disregard for warnings, or failure to take preventive action by school
staff can establish grounds for legal accountability. In some cases, the Ministry of Education
or its affiliated bodies may also be held institutionally or jointly liable for the actions or
omissions of their personnel.The article concludes with recommendations for legal reform,
enhanced legal training for school staff, expansion of professional liability insurance, and the
development of more robust supervisory frameworks to create safer school environments and
a more transparent system of accountability.
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