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An Analysis of Insults to Religions and Ethnicities in Iranian
Criminal Law and Imami Jurisprudence

Seyyed Abbas Jazayeri
Masoumeh Afshari

Abstract

Iranian society has long been composed of various ethnicities, sects, and religions that
have coexisted peacefully with each other throughout history. This cultural and
religious diversity has also been recognized in the principles of the Constitution of the
Islamic Republic of Iran, and specific rights and legal status have been foreseen for all
segments of society, without discrimination. In this study, the issue of insults to
ethnicities and religions in the Iranian criminal law system and in Imami jurisprudence
has been examined. The findings of the study show that in Imami jurisprudence, the
rule of “the sanctity of insulting the venerable” is recognized as the basis for the
sanctity of insulting sacred places and religious manifestations and is considered an
example of venerating divine rituals. In Iranian criminal law, insulting ethnic groups
and religions, especially if it leads to violence, division, or public unrest, is considered
a criminal offense and is punishable by imprisonment and fines. According to Article
499 of the Islamic Penal Code, any insult to divine religions, Islamic religions
specified in the Constitution, and Iranian ethnic groups, whether in real or virtual
space, if it is committed with the intention of causing violence or tension or with
knowledge of its occurrence, will be subject to fifth or sixth degree punishment. This
crime is public and does not require a private complaint, and the prosecutor can
directly initiate legal proceedings. The approach of this research is descriptive-
analytical and the materials were collected in a library manner.

Keywords

Insult and insult, ethnic groups and religions, sacred objects, criminal law, Imami
jurisprudence.




