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Title: The Role of the Government in Protecting Public Rights
and Ensuring Social Justice in Iran

Abstract

This research, using an analytical- descriptive method and a comparative study of
international experiences, examines the role and performance of the Iranian
government in key areas of public rights and social justice. The research findings
indicate that **the structural gap between the progressive principles of the
constitution and executive mechanisms is the main obstacle to the realization of these
two concepts. Among the identified challenges are the increasing inequality in the
distribution of opportunities (with a Gini coefficient of 0.42 in 1402), systematic
restrictions on freedom of expression and assembly (based on the annual report of
Human Rights Watch in 2024), and the prevalence of administrative corruption (Iran
ranks 149th in the Transparency International Corruption Perceptions Index,
2023).This research, by analyzing secondary data including upstream documents,
official statistics of the Statistical Center of Iran, and reports of international
institutions, along with semi- structured interviews with 20 experts in legal, economic,
and social fields, proposes the following operational solutions: 1. Reforming the
accountability system by establishing transparent oversight mechanisms and
strengthening independent anti- corruption institutions, 2. Empowering civil society
institutions by removing legal obstacles to the activities of non- governmental
organizations, 3. Implementing targeted redistributive policies such as a progressive
wealth tax and the development of comprehensive social insurance. This study shows
that the combination of transparent governance, citizen participation, and redefining
the regulatory role of the government can be an effective step in reducing the gap
between theory and practice. Public rights and social justice are the cornerstones of
government legitimacy in modern societies. In Iran, despite the constitutional
emphasis on principles such as “social justice” (Principle 3) and “citizenship rights”
(Citizenship Rights Charter, 2016), evidence suggests a deep gap between discourse
and practice.
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Fundamental rights, citizen rights, individual and social freedoms, minority rights,
human rights
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