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Examining the realization of murder in Iranian criminal law
and its comparison with French law

Kian Molani !

Abstract

By searching the Iranian criminal laws, it is not possible to obtain a specific definition of murder. In
other words, there is no definition of the crime of murder in Iranian law and it is only mentioned in the
form of four clauses in Article 290 of the Islamic Penal Code, but in French criminal laws, murder is
defined as the intentional and unjust taking of the life of a human being by another human being. The
Holy Quran extensively discusses murder and has dedicated many verses to it. In verse 178 of Surah
Al-Bagarah, its rules are stated and the right of retaliation or pardon and payment of blood money is
reserved for the relatives of the deceased. Imam Khomeini (RA) has also elaborated on the topic of
murder in Tahrir al-Wasilah. Accordingly, and given the importance of the subject, the purpose of this
research was to examine the realization of murder in Iranian criminal laws and its comparison with
French law. The approach of this research is descriptive-analytical in the form of content analysis and is
applied in nature, and the method of its conduct is library-documentary. The results obtained in this
study indicated that the punishments determined in Iran and their proportionality to the type of crime
can be considered as the strength and superiority of Iranian laws compared to France. Therefore, the
greatest difference between the laws of the two countries is in the different types of murder and the
punishments determined for them.
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