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Comparative analysis of the punishment for insulting holy things
in the legal system of Iran and Saudi Arabia

Salameh-abolhasani **
Nader.aghighi 2

Abstract

The present research deals with the comparative investigation of the punishment for insulting the holy
things in the legal systems of Iran and Saudi Arabia and analyzes the similarities and differences of
these laws from the perspective of jurisprudence, executive and human rights. In Iran, the laws related
to insulting holy things are compiled based on Shia jurisprudence (Jaafari) and include articles such as
Acrticle 262 of the Islamic Penal Code, which considers Sab-ul-Nabi (insulting the Prophet of Islam) to
be executed. Also, insulting Imam Masoom and Hazrat Zahra (PBUH) faces the same punishment. In
addition, insulting the Quran, mosques and other Islamic holy places is also punishable by
imprisonment, whipping and fine. On the other hand, Saudi Arabia, whose legal system is based on
Wahhabi jurisprudence and Hanbali religion, does not have codified penal laws, and its Shariah rulings
are issued mainly based on judges' interpretations of Islamic Shariah. In this country, insulting God, the
Prophet of Islam (PBUH), the Companions, and holy places is usually punishable by death, long-term
imprisonment, and whipping. The findings of the research show that both countries share the
widespread criminalization of insulting holy things and severe punishments. However, there are
important differences in jurisprudential foundations, the type of holy things supported, the way of
drafting laws and the way of executing rulings among them
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