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Abstract

The rapid expansion of social media and the resulting cultural transformations have led to the
emergence of new patterns of criminal behavior. Among these, performative crimes and
identity-based deviance represent novel forms of criminality in which motives such as
visibility, attention-seeking, and digital identity construction play a central role. These
developments pose significant challenges to contemporary legal systems, including the
Iranian criminal justice system. This study aims to provide a criminological analysis of these
phenomena and to examine the capacity of Iranian criminal law to address them. This
research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach and is based on a comprehensive library-
based methodology. It draws upon recent criminological literature particularly in digital
criminology and analyzes relevant provisions of Iranian criminal law, including the Computer
Crimes Act and the Islamic Penal Code. A comparative perspective is also employed where
necessary to assess the feasibility of legal reforms. The findings indicate that, within social
media environments, criminal behavior has shifted from traditional instrumental patterns to
“performative-communicative” forms. These forms of deviance are characterized by audience
dependency, the active role of platform algorithms, and the potential for replication through
social imitation. From a legal standpoint, although existing Iranian laws provide partial
coverage of such behaviors, they lack a coherent conceptual framework to address key
elements such as performative intent and the amplifying effect of digital dissemination. The
study concludes that the Iranian criminal justice system requires a multidimensional response
to effectively address performative crimes. This includes enhancing judicial interpretation,
developing regulatory frameworks for digital platforms, and strengthening preventive
strategies such as media literacy. A balanced approach that integrates criminological insights
with legal reforms is essential to ensure both effectiveness and respect for fundamental rights,
particularly freedom of expression.
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