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Urban Design and Crime Prevention: An Environmental
Criminology Approach

Abdolreza Mahdipoor *

Abstract

Urban design is a key factor in shaping social interactions and reducing crime rates in contemporary
cities. This study explores the intersection between urban planning and environmental criminology,
demonstrating how the physical characteristics of urban spaces can contribute to crime prevention.
Drawing on major criminological theories—including Routine Activity Theory, Crime Pattern
Theory, and Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED)—the research analyzes the
relationship between the physical structure of space and the occurrence of criminal behavior.
Adopting a mixed approach, this study combines a comprehensive review of relevant literature with
an analysis of successful urban spaces recognized for employing effective safety strategies. The
findings indicate that elements such as enhanced visual surveillance, territorial reinforcement, and
access control play a significant role in reducing crime by increasing visibility, fostering social
belonging, and decreasing the likelihood of unlawful activities. However, challenges such as
socioeconomic inequalities, implementation constraints, and complexities arising from urban density
hinder the full application of preventive strategies. The research emphasizes the necessity of an
interdisciplinary approach that integrates urban design, policymaking, and community participation
simultaneously. The results provide practical insights for planners, policymakers, and urban
practitioners, offering actionable recommendations for incorporating crime prevention strategies into
urban development programs. Additionally, further research is recommended to explore innovative
solutions tailored to the specific conditions of different cities.
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