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A Comparative Study of the Conditions for Divorce Initiated by
the Wife under Iranian and English Law

Mohammad Esmail Shadravan*!
Sahar Farhoud 2

Abstract

The present study aims to conduct a comparative analysis of the conditions under which a wife
may petition for divorce under Iranian and English law, highlighting their similarities and
differences. The research method is descriptive—comparative, and data were collected through
documentary analysis. The findings indicate that in Iran, a wife seeking divorce must establish
grounds such as hardship (‘osr va haraj), the husband’s absence or imprisonment, inability to
provide maintenance (nafagah), or a delegated right of divorce stipulated in the marriage
contract. Other causes, including addiction, long-term criminal conviction, incurable disease, or
the husband’s misconduct, may also justify divorce. In England, both spouses possess equal
rights to file for divorce, and there is no requirement to prove the other party’s fault. However,
at least one year must have passed since the marriage, and the relationship must have
irretrievably broken down. Circumstances such as prolonged separation, unreasonable
behavior, adultery, incurable illness, extended service, or mutual consent may constitute valid
grounds for divorce. Overall, both legal systems recognize the wife’s right to initiate divorce,
yet differences exist in the scope and manner of exercising this right, while the underlying
causes leading to divorce reveal certain similarities.
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