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A Study of the Criminal Responsibility of Legal Entities in Iranian
Criminal Law

Abstract

In recent decades, with the expansion of economic, industrial, and organizational activities, legal
entities have become key actors in the commission of complex and organized crimes. Given the
widespread impact of such offenses on public order, the economy, and the environment, criminal justice
systems have been compelled to reconsider their traditional approach to criminal liability. This article
aims to provide a comparative and critical analysis of the criminal responsibility of legal entities in
Iran’s legal system, with a specific focus on the laws before and after the enactment of the 2013 Islamic
Penal Code.This study employs a descriptive-analytical method, utilizing library resources, legal
documents, and credible academic articles to explore the conceptual, legal, and practical aspects of
corporate criminal liability. Findings indicate that the 2013 Islamic Penal Code made a significant
move by explicitly acknowledging the criminal responsibility of legal entities in Articles 143, 144, and
20. However, challenges such as the method of attributing criminal acts, proving the mental element,
enforcing penalties (e.g., fines, dissolution, or disqualification), and the concurrent accountability of
both corporate bodies and managers still obstruct effective implementation.To fully realize the
legislator’s goals in this domain, more precise legislation is required—particularly regarding the
identification of criminal acts, mechanisms for attribution, and enforcement of penalties. Additionally,
specialized training for judges and judicial officers is essential.
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Criminal liability, Legal entities, 2013 Islamic Penal Code, Crime attribution, Corporate sanctions




