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Primary and Secondary International Obligations of States to
Protect the Environment in Armed Conflict

Abstract

The environment, as the common heritage of humanity, is exposed to increasing threats
arising from armed conflicts; threats whose effects sometimes extend far beyond the military
arena to future generations. Given the complexities of contemporary wars and the use of new
military tools and methods, environmental protection during conflicts has become one of the
fundamental concerns of international law. This article, with an analytical approach,
examines the international obligations of States to protect the environment in armed conflicts
and examines key international documents, including the Geneva Conventions and
Additional Protocols, the Convention on the Prohibition of Military or Any Hostile Use of
Environmental Modification Techniques, the Rome Statute, and the Draft Principles of the
International Law Commission. Also, by analyzing the fundamental principles of
humanitarian law, the various dimensions of the obligation of states to observe environmental
considerations in times of war are explained. While explaining the guarantees of performance
and responsibilities arising from the violation of these obligations, examples of
environmental damage in contemporary conflicts are examined to reveal the existing legal
challenges and shortcomings. Finally, the article takes a step towards promoting
environmental protection during times of war by presenting proposals for strengthening
international support mechanisms.

Keywords

International environmental law, armed conflicts, humanitarian law, international obligations,
International Law Commission




